
Home Improvement Projects

Home improvement projects can generate chemicals and debris 
that can become stormwater pollution if not managed and 

disposed of properly. This is important because when it rains, 
water carries pollutants into storm drains. The storm drain 
system is not connected to the sewer treatment system so any 
pollution in the streets and gutters flows untreated directly into 
our waterways.

Some home improvement projects that have the potential to 
generate pollutants include:

	6 Tile cutting with wet saw

	6 Power washing

	6 Cement work

	6 Painting

	6 Stucco

	6 Drywall 

Best Management Practices
You can help reduce pollution and improve water quality by 
following these tips as part of your daily home improvement 
project routine:

	6 Do not allow concrete, paints, chemicals, dirt or gravel to 
enter the storm drain system (curb, gutter, sidewalk, street, 
drain or inlet). 

	6 Avoid using water to clean and use dry cleanup methods first, 
such as sweeping, vacuuming, using absorbents or a scraper, 
when possible.

	6 Store all project materials on your property, not in the public  
right-of-way.

	6 Temporarily cover or protect exposed soil to prevent erosion. 

	6 Do not conduct activities when it’s raining.

	6 Dumpsters containing construction debris must be covered.

	6 When washing equipment or tools, prevent wash water from 
leaving the property by establishing a washout area that 
contains all liquids.

	6 Waste material should be properly disposed of at the end of 
the day.

STORMWATER REGULATIONS

It is illegal to discharge construction debris or wash out 
materials such as paint, concrete, slurry, mortar, stucco, 
and plaster into the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) or any receiving water (San Diego Municipal 
Code §43.0304). Penalties associated with these violations 
can be up to $10,000 per day per incident.



Control, Contain, Capture
Control mechanisms are processes and tools that allow you to manage your 
activity (work) area. A control mechanism can be as simple as sectioning off 
your activity into smaller areas. Do not allow water to flow into the curb, gutter 
or storm drain inlet.

Contain your work area by isolating debris and pollutants. Containment could 
include blocking and/or filtering water or debris to prevent any potential flow 
or discharge from leaving the area and entering the storm drain (use sandbags, 
gravel bags, berms, etc.).

Capture all debris and wastewater. Once you have completed a job, be sure to 
clean up the area and properly dispose of pollutants, debris and water (sweep, 
mop, vacuum, wet vacuum, etc.).

Visit our Think Blue website at ThinkBlue.org/tips-and-resources/#fact-sheets 
to see various fact sheets pertinent to your home improvement project. 

Recycling and Disposal
The Environmental Services Department has detailed webpages on how 
to properly dispose of various wastes. Visit https://www.sandiego.gov/
environmental-services for more information. 

	6 Paint – Properly dispose of your unused or surplus paints. PaintCare 
California drop-off locations are located throughout the City. The 
City accepts unused and surplus paints at no charge to residents at its 
Household Hazardous Transfer Facility by appointment only. Learn more 
about your options here: https://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-
services/ep/hazardous/paint 

	6 Construction and Demolition Wastes – The City of San Diego’s  
C&D Debris Deposit Ordinance requires that the majority of construction, 
demolition and remodeling projects requiring building, combination 
and demolition permits divert construction and demolition debris 
from landfill disposal. Learn more at: https://www.sandiego.gov/
environmental-services/recycling/cd 

	6 Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) – City of San Diego residents  
may dispose of HHW by appointment only at the HHW Transfer Facility 
at the Miramar Landfill free of charge. Learn more at:  
https://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/miramar/hhwtransfac

Keep Pollutants Out of Storm Drains
Many people think that when water flows into a storm drain it is 
treated, but the storm drain system and the sanitary sewer system are 
not connected. Everything that enters storm drains flows untreated 
directly into our creeks, rivers, bays, beaches and, ultimately, the ocean. 
Stormwater often contains pollutants — including chemicals, trash and 
vehicle fluids — all of which contaminate our beaches and harm fish  
and wildlife. 

You can help reduce pollution and improve water quality by using 
the above Best Management Practices when you do various home 
improvement projects.

To report stormwater pollution or other issues in San Diego, call the Think Blue Hotline at (619) 235-1000  
or download and use the Get It Done app at sandiego.gov/get-it-done.
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