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Recreational vehicle (RV) adventures are a wonderful way to experience the beauty of San
Diego and beyond. But with the freedom of the open road comes the responsibility to protect
our waterways. If RV wastewater, both graywater (from sinks and showers) and blackwater
(from toilets), isn’t disposed of properly at a dump station, it can endanger human health
and pollute the environment. This raw sewage can flow into our storm drains and eventually
reach our creeks, bays and ocean without going to a wastewater treatment plant. That means
harmful bacteria and pathogens can end up where we fish, surf and swim.

The good news is most RV owners are already doing the right thing. By choosing to properly
dispose of wastewater at a designated dump station, you’re helping keep San Diego’s
waterways healthy, clean and beautiful. Whether you’re a full-time RVer or just heading
out for the weekend, doing your part makes a big difference. Here’s what you can do to be a
responsible RV user!

RV DUMP STATIONS BEST PRACTICES

When utilizing RV dump stations, it’s important to follow these steps to prevent a spill:
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The City of San Diego’s
Municipal Code
§43.0301 prohibits the
dumping, spill and
disposal of materials
other than stormwater
into the City’s
Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer System
(MS4). Violations of
this code can result in
an administrative civil
penalty of up to $10,000
per day of violation.

® Ensure you have a stocked spill kit with absorbent, ® Stay attentive to the hose during this process to ensure it

gloves, safety glasses and receptacle ready in case any
accidents occur.

stays connected.

® (lose tank valves when they aren’t being cleared

® Put gloves and safety glasses on to avoid exposure to black
and graywater.

of contents.

® Once dumping is completed and the hose is still connected

® Secure both hose ends prior to opening the tank valve.

® Blackwater should be disposed of first. Graywater should
be disposed of second.

station as well.

to the inlet pipe, remove the RV end of the hose then
rinse it. Ensure all rinse water is disposed of in the dump

® If a spill occurs, only use dry cleanup methods.

Ensure both
ends of the hose
are secure.

o. ______________
Spill Kit
Be prepared with absorbents
and spill response materials.
Always clean up after a spill.

Sewer/Septic System

Responsible RV Dumping Practices
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WHY ILLEGAL RV DUMPING IS A BIG PROBLEM

Most people in our community care deeply about keeping San Diego beautiful and clean. When a few people dump
irresponsibly, if affects all of us. Here’s the damage illegal RV dumping can cause:

Risk to public health. When illegally dumped, raw sewage can reach our waterways and spread bacteria and
pathogens to recreators, sport fish and shellfish populations.

(jw Pollutes waterways. Grey and black water contaminate our waterways with bacteria, chemicals and other debris.

Harms tourism industry. Beautiful waterways attract tourists and strengthen our local economy. Polluted waterways

drive people away and hurt local businesses.

SEWER SYSTEM VS STORM DRAIN SYSTEM, WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE?

In the City of San Diego, the sewer and storm drain systems are separate. The sewer system sends water through a
wastewater treatment plant that utilizes a multi-step process to clean water. The storm drain system differs because
anything that flows into our storm drain inlets and pipes flows directly into our water bodies without going to a
wastewater treatment plant. This is why it is so important that only clean rain water enters the storm drain system.

DUMP STATION LOCATIONS

The City of San Diego has two
FREE RV dump stations located at
Mission Bay Park:

Q Playa Pacifica 1 RV Dump Station
2590 East Mission Bay Dr.
San Diego, CA 92109
Located on the corner of an RV turnout.
9 South Shores RV Dump Station \
S Shores Pkwy Beach
San Diego, CA 92109 :
Located on the north end of the South
Shores Boat Launch parking lot.

Think Blue to protect
our most precious A
water resources!
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WHAT IS THINK BLUE?
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Think Blue San Diego - the City’s Stormwater Department — works in all weather conditions to build, maintain and
modernize efficient stormwater infrastructure that lays the foundation for safe, sustainable and thriving communities.
Visit thinkblue.org to learn more about the work we do to ensure clean water and clean beaches for all of us.
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